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THE  MARITIME  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  PORT  OF 

NEW  YORK. 

New  York,  April  2d,  1888. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Mari- 
time Association  of  the  Port  of  New  York,  held  February  8, 1888, 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Whe?'eas,  Isthmian  marine  transit  will  greatly  benefit  the  Fnited 
States,  through  the  development  of  its  commerce  and  trade;  and 
Wiereas,  After  exhaustive  surveys  of  the  entire  American  Isth- 
mus  by  successive  administrations,  the  Government  has  found, 
tlirough  the  reports  of  its  Engineers,  that  the  Nicaragua  route  is 
one  of  the  most  practicable ; and 

Whereas,  American  citizens  propose  to  open  that  waterway  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  at  enormous  cost,  without  seeking 
further  aid  from  the  United  States  Government  than  the  simple 
granting  of  a charter;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  ask  Congress  to  adopt  such 
proper  measures  as  will  enable  private  enterprise  to  open  that 
route  to  commerce  at  the  earliest  possible  day. 

Wm.  H.  VAn  Brunt, 

Sedy. 


THE  NEW  ORLEANS  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

y r Whereas,  Work  has  been  commenced  in  Nicaragua  with  a view 

5^  to  the  construction  of  a ship  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  the 

Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans ; and 

' , Whereas,  A bill  to  incorporate  ‘‘  The  Maritime  Canal  Company 

, ' A I of  Nicaragua”  has  passed  the  United  States  Senate,  and  is  now 
’ pending  before  the  House  of  Representatives;  and 

Whereas,  The  construction  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal,  a work  of 
national  scope,  is  of  especial  interest  to  the  Gulf  Ports  of  the 
United  States,  and  a factor  of  immeasurable  importance  in  the  de- 
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velopmcnt  of  the  trade  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  and  of  its  southern 
de  )ot  and  entrepot,  the  City  of  New  Orleans  ; therefore,  he  it 
Resolved,  That  we  should  view  with  satisfaction  the  co-opera- 
ticn  of  the  representatives  of  the  Gulf  and  Valley  States  in  aid  ot 
this  legislation,  and  that  we  respectfully  present  this  subject  to 
till!  Louisiana  delegation  in  the  House  of  Ilepresentatives  as  one 
es]  lecially  worthy  of  their  advocacy  and  support. 

New  Oeleans,  March  IG,  1888. 

[ hereby  certify  that  the  above  report  was  duly  received  and  the 
reiolution  unanimously  adopted  at  said  meeting,  and  that  this  is  a 
CO  *rect  extract  from  the  minutes. 

D.  L.  Mitchell, 

SecreUmj. 


THE  ST.  LOUIS  MERCHANTS’  EXCHANGE. 

Vt  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Merchants’  Ex- 
ch  inge,  held  this  day,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  The  construction  of  a ship  canal  to  connect  tlie 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans  is  a work  of  great  importance  to  the 
commerce  of  the  world,  and  promises  signal  benefits  to  the  United 
St:  ites  especially,  and 

Whereas,  The  interest  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  in  that  import- 
an : enterprise  is  especially  connected  with  its  promised  benefits  to 
till!  trade  of  our  Gulf  Ports,  notv  already  largely  engaged  in  traffic 
wi  ,h  Central  America,  and  certain  to  share  in  the  richer  commerce 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  Ports,  and 

Whereas,  A bill  has  passed  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
is  low  pending  in  the  House  of  Eepresentatii es,  to  incorporate  a 
CO  npany  for  the  construction  of  such  canal;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  favor  the  prompt  passage  of  said  bill,  with  a 
vi(  w to  the  earliest  possible  accomplishment  of  the  contemplated 
W(  rk ; 

Resolved,  That  we  invite  the  attention  of  our  Representatives  in 
C(  ngress  to  these  views. 

For  the  Board  of  Directors, 

Geo.  H.  Mokgax, 

Secretary. 


Si  Louis,  March  26,  1888. 


THE  CINCINNATI  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

\From  Commercial  Gazette,  March  28,  1888.] 

Mr.  Drucker  submitted  and  read,  “A  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua, ’’now  pending  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  LTnited  States,  and  known  as  H.  R.  Bill  5615,  and  in 
connection  therewith  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion : 

Whe?ras,  A bill  to  incorporate  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of 
Nicaragua,  having  already  passed  the  U.  S.  Senate,  is  now  pending 
in  the  House  of  Representatives;  and 

Whereas,  The  commercial  and  manufacturing  interests  of  every 
part  of  our  country  are  concerned  in  the  construction  of  a ship 
canal  through  the  American  isthmus;  and 

Whereas,  The  opening  of  such  a waterway  will  shorten  the  ocean 
route  between  our  Atlantic  and  Pacific  ports  by  8,000  miles,  and 
place  our  Gulf  ports  in  close  proximity  with  the  rich  western  coasts 
of  Central  and  South  America;  and 

Whereas,  The  trade  and  manufactures  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi Valleys  must  share  in  fair  proportion  in  the  benefits  to  accrue 
from  the  growth  of  our  traffie  with  the  countries  thus  opened  up 
to  us  ; therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  construction  of  the  Nicaragua 
Canal  as  a matter  of  national  importance,  and  heartily  recommend 
to  our  representatives  in  Congress  for  their  favorable  consideration 
the  bill  now  before  them,  looking  to  the  accomplishment  of  that 
work. 

I’he  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted. 


THE  CHICAGO  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 


[Associated  Press  Dispatch,] 

Chicago,  March  28. — At  a meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  yesterday  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions 
were  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  proposed  canal  through  the  republic  of  Nicaragua 
to  allow  the  passage  of  ships  from  ocean  to  ocean  would  shorten 
tlie  route  of  sea-borne  commerce  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
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by  t lousands  of  miles,  and  greatly  promote  the  welfare  and  activity 
of  o ir  industries  and  shipping  by  giving  to  American  vessels  and 
proc.ucts  the  advantage,  now  enjoyed  by  those  of  Europe,  of  the 
shoi  test  route  of  water  communication  between  the  ports  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific,  and 

1 ^hereas,  The  steady  growth  of  such  sea-borne  commerce  and  the 
rapid  increase  of  trade  and  population  of  our  own  and  other  lands 
on  1 he  Pacific  renders  it  certain  that  such  inter-oceanic  canal  must 
be  (onstructed  at  no  very  distant  day,  therefore  be  it 

resolved,  That  we  are  in  favor  of  the  construction  of  said 
Nicaragua  Canal  under  American  auspices  and  control,  and  be  it 
fur  her 

r.esolved.  That  in  our  judgment  the  bill  to  that  end,  which  has 
al re  ady  passed  the  Senate,  and  is  now  pending  in  the  House  of 
Re]  iresentatives,  is  worthy  of  the  support  and  advocacy  of 
Congress. 


THE  INDIANAPOLIS  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

Vhereas,  The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Maritime  Canal  Company 
of  'Jicaragua,  which  has  passed  the  United  States  Senate  and  is 
no  V pending  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  concerns  a matter  of 
gnat  importance  to  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  especially  to 
tin  carrying  trade;  and 

Whereas,  The  construction  of  a ship  canal  through  the 
American  Isthmus  promises  to  confer  great  and  important  advan- 
tages upon  the  United  States  in  respect  of  their  geographical  rela- 
tions to  one  another  and  to  foreign  countries;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  pending  act  of  incorporation  only  confers  on 
an  association  of  American  citizens  the  necessary  powers  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  this  great  work,  without  involving  our  government  in 
an  f pecuniary  liability  or  responsibility;  and 

Whereas,  The  conditions  of  this  enterprise  are  well  understood 
from  years  of  investigation  and  consideration,  and  the  terms  of 
th  i bill  have  received  the  approval  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House 
C(  mmittee  on  Commerce;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Nicaragua  Canal  enterprise  is  one  which  is 
entitled  to  the  sympathy  and  support  of  the  representatives  of 
American  commercial  interests;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  request  our  representative  in  Congress 
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to  aid  and  support  the  said  bill,  to  the  end  that  the  said  Maritime 
Canal  Company  may  begin  its  operations  at  as  early  a time  as 

])0ssible. 

The  above  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  Indianapolis  Board 
of  Trade,  March  23,  1888. 

Arthur  Gillet, 

[SEAL.]  Secretary. 


THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 


[Extract  from  the  Report  of  a Special  Committee  of  the  San  Francisco  Board 

of  Trade,  in  the  year  1880.] 


To  the  California  Delegation  in  the  U.  S.  Seriate  and  House  of 
Representatives : 


The  Board  of  Trade  of  San  Francisco  beg  respectfully  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  Memorial  which  we  have  prepared  for  presen- 
tation to  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  subject  of  the  Nicaragua  Interoceanic  Canal  bespeaking 
therefor  your  cordial  sympathy  and  active  support.  The  Board 
feel  assured  of  your  interest  in  attaining  a result  so  beneficial  to  all 
your  constituents,  and  that,  when  the  proper  time  arrives,  your 
great  influence  will  be  found  urging  a work  so  essential  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  producers  as  well  as  the  merchants  of  our  Com- 
monwealth and  the  entire  Pacific  Coast. 

With  the  assurance  of  our  high  esteem,  we  subscribe  ourselves. 

Your  Fellow  Citizens, 

The  Board  of  Trade  of  San  Fraxcisco. 

By  J.  S.  Taber,  President. 

James  Duffy,  Vice-President. 

F.  Wymax,  Secretary. 


Wm.  Lawrexce  Merry,  Chairman, 
C.  J.  Dempster,  Secretary, 

W.  W.  Dodge, 

Levi  Strauss, 

Louis  Sachs, 


"A 


L 


J 


Committee  on 
hiteroceanic 
Canal. 
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yi  emorial  to  the  Honorahle  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreinenta- 
tives  in  Congress  Assembled: 

The  Board  of  Trade  of  San  Francisco  re})resenting  over  fifty 
millions  of  active  capital  controlled  by  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
fo  Lir  business  firms,  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  great 
ai  d urgent  necessity  existing  for  the  construction  of  a Ship  Canal 
tc  connect  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  Your  Memorialists 
hi.ve  attentively  considered  this  great  question  in  the  interests  of 
our  Commonwealth,  our  Pacific  Coast  and  the  whole  Commercial 
AA  orld.  They  have  availed  themselves  of  all  the  official  informa- 
ti  )n  obtainable  on  the  subject;  they  have  examined  professional 
e]  perts  on  the  surveys  already  made,  as  well  as  competent  naviga- 
te rs  respecting  the  practical  benefits  attainable  thereby.  After 
iripartial  and  careful  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  without  any 
ir  terests  except  as  above  stated,  your  Memorialists  desire  as  a com- 
mercial  body,  deeply  interested  in  the  practical  solution  of  this 
g;  eat  enterprise,  to  place  on  record  their  firm  conviction  that,  in 
point  of  Economy  of  Construction,  availability  for  Commercial 
purposes  and  certainity  of  returns  for  the  capital  invested,  the 
Nicaragua  Route  for  an  hiteroceanic  Canal  as  surveyed  by  Com- 
mander Lull,  Lh  S.  Navy,  in  1873,  offers  the  greatest  advantages, 
and  should  therefore  receive  the  unqualified  endorsement  of  our 
Government  and  the  Capitalists  of  the  world. 

Our  Pacific  Coast  suffers,  and  is  retarded  in  its  onward  march 
of  Industrial  and  Commercial  development,  for  the  want  of 
cheap  transportation,  and  your  Memorialists  look  upon 
tl  e Nicaragua  hiteroceanic  Canal  as  the  only  available  project 
which  holds  out  to  our  producers  and  our  merchants  the  prospects 
ol  permanent  relief — in  the  desideratum  of  cheap  freight  to  the 
Great  Nations  inhabiting  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic.  The 
n illions  of  Europe  and  our  own  Countrymen  on  our  Eastern  sea- 
b')ard  want  the  varied  products  of  our  soil,  but  we  are  debarred 
fiom  the  benefit  which  should  thereby  accrue  to  our  Pacific  Coast 
by  the  expanse  of  a continent  and  by  the  “ Cape  of  Storms.” 

Your  Memorialists  therefore  pray  that,  Avhen  an  organization 
with  proper  guarantees,  applies  to  you  for  recognition  and  official 
encouragement,  the  Government  of  our  country  will  assume  the 
p ’otection,  and  support  with  its  moral  influence,  the  execution  of 
this  great  work,  upon  which  so  much  depends.  Your  sanction 
and  your  encouragement  will  make  this  essentially  an  Anierkan 
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enterprise,  and  afford  such  a guarantee  of  success  as  will  attract 
the  capital  of  Europe  to  complement  our  own.  Our  Coast,  our 
Country  and  the  AVorld  are  ready  for  this  great  and  beneficient 
enterprise.  On  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  the  sentiment  of  Ameri- 
can Nationality  and  Patriotism  appeals  to  you  with  the  assurance 
of  your  cordial  sympathy  and  support. 

The  Board  of  Trade  of  San  Francisco. 

By  J.  S.  Taber,  President. 

James  Duffy,  Vice-President. 

C.  F.  AVyman,  Secretary. 

AA^m.  Lawrence  Merry,  Chairman,  ' 

C.  J.  Dempster,  Secretary,  Committee  on 

N.  AY.  Dodge,  Interoceanic 

Levi  Strauss,  Canal. 

Louis  Sachs, 


THE  CALIFORNIA  AND  OREGON  LEGISLATURES 
AND  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  BOARD  OF 

TRADE. 

The  following  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  California  and  Ore- 
gon in  1882,  are  also  of  interest,  and  are  accompanied  by  fur- 
ther resolutions  of  the  San  Francisco  Board  of  Trade. 

% 

Concurrent  Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 

OF  Oregon. 

Salem,  Oregon,  September  26,  1882. 

Whereas,  A Bill  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Maritime  Canal 
Company  of  Nicaragua  has  been  favorably  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  United  States  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  has  been 
made  the  “ order  of  the  day  ” on  the  second  Monday  in  Decembei 

next,  in  the  Senate;  and 

Whereas,  The  Nicaragua  Interoceanic  Canal  will  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  producers  and  merchants  of  the  Pacific  Coast  as 
Avell  as  of  great  commercial  and  political  advantage  to  our  counti\, 
therefore  be  it 
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llesolved,  That  the  Legislature  of  Oregon,  by  concurrent  resolu- 
tion of  its  Senate  and  Assembly  respectfully  urge  upon  the  Con- 
greis  of  the  United  States  the  necessity  for  immediate  and 
fav  )rahle  action  upon  the  Act  incorporating  the  Maritime  Canal 
Company  of  Nicaragua,  in  order  that  this  beneficent  work  may  be 
pro  mptly  commenced  and  carried  to  a successful  conclusion,  secur- 
ing to  our  country  an  American  Interoceanic  Canal  under  Amer- 
ican control. 

State  of  Okegon,  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Salem,  September  26,  1882. 

I,  E.  E.  Earhart,  certify,  that  I am  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
State  of  Oregon,  and  custodian  of  the  Great  Seal  thereof,  and  that 
the  foregoing  copy  of  Senate  Concurrent  Eesolution  No.  5 has 
been  by  me  compared  with  the  original  Senate  Concurrent  Eeso- 
lut  on  No.  5,  and  that  it  is  a correct  transcript  of  said  resolution 
an(.  the  whole  thereof. 

i The  Great  Seal  1 testimony  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set 

s of  the  state  t my  hand,  and  affixed  the  Great  Seal  of  the 

( of  Oregon.  ) State,  this  26th  day  of  September,  a.d.  1882. 

K.  P.  Earhart, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Legislature  of  the  State  of  California. 

Senate  Joint  Eesolution  No.  3,  relative  to  granting  Charter  to 
Nil  aragua  Interoceanic  Canal  Company.  (Adopted  March  4, 
18tl.) 

Vhereas,  An  American  company,  organized  by  gentlemen  illus- 
tri(  us  in  the  political  and  financial  history  of  our  country,  has  ap- 
plii  d for  a national  charter  supplementary  to  a favorable  concession 
already  granted  by  the  Government  of  Nicaragua,  authorizing  the 
corstruction  of  an  interoceanic  canal  through  Nicaragua  ; and 
wh  jreas  the  great  work  projected  by  the  Nicaragua  Maritime  Canal 
Coi  npany  must  prove  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  producers  and 
me  -chants  of  our  Pacific  Coast,  and  its  speedy  completion  is  desir- 
abl  i ; therefore,  be  it 

ilesolved,  That  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  California  re- 
spectfully suggest  to  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Eepre- 
sentatives  in  Congress  assembled,  the  propriety  of  promptly  grant- 
ing said  charter,  under  such  conditions  as  in  their  wisdom  shall 


place  the  Nicaragua  Interoceanic  Canal  under  the  control  and 
protection  of  our  Government. 

State  of  California,  Department  of  State. 

I,  D.  M.  Burns,  Secretarvof  State  of  the  State  of  California,  do 
hereby  certify  that  I have  carefully  compared  the  foregoing  copy  of 
a joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  California, 
adopted  March  4,  1881,  with  the  original  now  on  file  in  my  office, 
and  that  the  same  is  a correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the 
whole  thereof.  Also  that  this  authentication  is  in  due  form  and 
by  the  proper  officer. 

The  Great  Seal ) Witness  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of 

State,  at  office  in  Sacramento,  California,  the 
fourth  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1882. 

D.  M.  Secretary  of  State. 

By  Geo.  Gale,  Dejputy. 


of  the  State  >- 
of  California.  ) 


Captain  William  L.  Merry  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  read  by  the  Secretary  and  unanimously  adopted: 

The  Board  of  Trade  of  San  Francisco,  Eesolution  on 

Nicaragua  Canal  Bill. 

Whereas,  A Bill  authorizing  the  incorporation  of  the  Maritime 
Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua  has  been  favorably  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  during  the  last  session  of  Congress; 
and 

Whereas,  The  Legislatures  of  Oregon  and  California  by  concur- 
rent resolutions,  the  representative  commercial  bodies  of  the 
Pacific  Coast,  and  thousands  of  our  producers  and  merchants,  have 
petitioned  Congress  urging  the  passage  of  this  Bill  as  a matter  of 
vital  importance  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  beneficent  in  its  results  to 
our  whole  country  and  the  commercial  ivorld;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Trade  of  San  Francisco  extends  to 
our  honored  Senators  and  Eepresentatives  in  Congress  its  thanks 
for  their  friendly  assistance  to  the  Bill  authorizing  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  Nicaragua  Canal  Company,  and  respectfully  urges  upon 
them  the  necessity  for  their  active  co-operation  in  securing  its  final 
passage  and  the  Executive  sanction  during  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 


V 


PUBLIC  OPINION 

AS  REFLBCTEl)  IN  THE  NEWSPAPERS. 


PJBLIO  OPINION  AS  REFLECTED  IN  THE  NEWS- 
PAPERS. 


[W.  Y.  Herald,  Nov.  1,  1887.] 

The  commercial  importance  of  gucIi  a canal  cannot  be  over- 
es  imated.  Thousands  of  miles  of  water  passage  will  be  avoided, 
ani  by  that  much  New  York  and  our  eastern  seaboard,  and,  for 
th  it  matter,  the  Continent  of  Europe,  will  be  brought  nearer  to 
th  ) Pacific  markets.  The  dangers  of  Cape  Horn  will  be  got  rid 
of  and  the  whole  western  coasts  of  North  and  South  America  will 
be  brought  within  a neighborly  distance. 

The  Suez  Canal  has  wrought  a historic  change  in  the  carrying 
ti’i.de  of  the  globe.  It  may  safely  be  said  that  no  single  event,  not 
evm  the  downfall  of  dynasties,  or  revolutions,  or  a recasting  of  the 
map  of  Europe,  has  produced  so  great  an  effect  on  merchants  and 
morchandise.  In  the  annals  of  trade  it  stands  alone,  tlie  miracle 
of  the  mercantile  world.  Its  twin  project  is  a canal  through  the 
Is  hmus,  which  will  shorten  the  route  to  every  republic  on  the 
Sdithern  Pacific,  to  California,  to  Australia,  to  japan  and  China. 

Its  importance  to  foreign  merchants  trading  at  these  ports  is 
seen  at  a glance,  but  its  importance  to  America — and  that  is  our 
special  interest — in  time  of  peace  and  in  time  of  war  is  beyond 
CO  nputation.  It  will  come  in  time,  because  it  is  among  the  things 
th  it  are  inevitable.  If  it  comes  soon,  all  the  better  for  us. 


[A.  Y.  Alail  and  Express,  Nov.  1,  1887.] 

This  is  eminently  the  American  project.  * * * It  is  for  the 
inlerest  of  this  country  that  there  should  be  a canal  and  that  it 
should  be  built  over  the  Nicaragua  route.  It  is  therefore  gratify- 
ing- to  know  that  the  work  has  been  seriously  entered  upon. 


[Troy  Times,  Nov.  10,  1887.] 

'Die  completion  of  this  canal  will  mark  the  beginning  of  a new 
era  in  the  commercial  history  of  the  world.  Enormous  advantages 
art  certain  to  accrue  therefrom,  affecting  especially  countries  on 
th(  American  continent  both  north  and  south  of  the  Isthmus  to 
be  traversed. 
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[Sa7i  Francisco  Evening  Bulletin,  Nov.  17,  1887.] 

Ever  since  work  was  commenced  on  the  Panama  Canal  there 
has  been  more  or  less  talk  about  a rival  scheme  in  Nicaragua,  to 
be  carried  out  exclusiveiy  under  American  auspices.  There  has 
been  an  apprehension  of  international  friction  about  the  Panama 
Canal.  It  is  being  constructed  almost  exclusively  by  French  cap- 
ital. But  if  it  were  in  operation  our  Government  ought  to  have 
military  control  of  it,  seeing  that  it  would  be  the  highway  between 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts  of  our  country.  No  other  nation 
would  have  so  deep  an  interest  in  it.  * * * All  this  gave  a 

strength  to  the  Nicaragua  project  because  of  its  distinctively 
American  character,  which,  under  the  circumstances,  it  could  not 
have  secured. 


[Portland  Oregonian.\ 

The  certainty  that  this  canal  [Panama]  will  be  a failure  imposes 
a new  responsibility  on  the  United  States  with  respect  to  the 
Nicaragua  Canal.  * * * We  of  the  Pacific  Coast  especially 

need  it  for  our  commerce. 


[N.  Y.  Star,  Nov.  mii,  1887.] 

It  would  seem  that  our  only  hope  of  securing  communication 
between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans  would  lie  in  the  Nicar- 
agua Canal.  * * ♦ The  importance  of  this  project  to  the 
United  States  cannot  be  overestimated,  and  the  progress  of  the 
work  will  be  ivatched  with  great  interest. 


[N  Y.  Times,  Nov.  21,  1887.] 

The  surveying  party  which  is  to  sail  for  Nicaragua  on  the  30th 
inst.,  and  will  there  make  final  surveys  for  the  proposed  canal,  has 
been  made  up  with  great  care.  This  enterprise  appears  at 
the  outset  to  be  managed  in  strict  accordance  with  business  prin- 
ciples. 


[N.  Y.  Star,  Nov.  30,  1887.] 

The  survey  expedition  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal  Company  will 
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sa  1 to-day.  We  have  already  stated  oiir  belief  that  if  a waterway 
w£  s to  join  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  it  must  be  by  this 
ro  I to 


[W.  r.  Tribune,  Nov.  30,  1887.] 

i'he  departure  to-day  of  a new  expedition  to  complete  the  sur- 
ve  i^s  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal  is  an  event  of  national  importance. 
W lile  there  were  serious  arguments  to  be  urged  against  the  con- 
st] uction  of  this  waterway  by  the  United  States  Government,  there 
ca  1 be  no  opposition  on  reasonable  grounds  to  the  completion  of 
th  i work  by  an  American  corporation.  Where  the  French  have 
failed,  more  practical  Yankee  enterprise  may  hope  to  succeed,  pro- 
vided the  feasibility  and  comparative  economy  of  the  project 
ca  1 be  demonstrated  by  additional  surveys. 


\^Albany  {N.  Y.)  Aryus.^ 

» Lt  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  question  of  an  inter-oceanic 
caial  across  Central  America  has  assumed  practical  shape  and  that 
thi  work  will  be  commenced,  ere  long,  on  the  only  practical  route 
wl  ich  has  been  ascertained  after  years  of  thorough  and  patient 
in  '■estigation.  Now  that  the  work  of  De  Lesseps  is  generally  con- 
ceded to  be  a failure,  all  eyes  are  turned  towards  the  Nicaragua 
route,  which  possesses  inestimable  advantages  over  all  others. 


[W.  Y.  Financial  Examiner,  Dec.  3,  1887.] 

It  is  a suggestive  coincidence  that  at  the  moment  when  the  in- 
ab  lity  of  the  French  company  to  complete  the  Panama  Canal  is 
ac  mowledged  by  everybody  but  the  company’s  officers,  an  Ameri- 
ca] i company  should  be  making  its  decisive  preparations  to  connect 
th  } waters  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific. 

The  departure  of  the  engineering  outfit  that  left  this  port  on 
W jdnesday  last  marks  an  important  turning  point  in  the  Nicar- 
ag  la  enterprise.  Its  mission  is  not  to  make  further  experimental 
su  ‘veys,  but  to  lay  out  in  shape  for  actual  construction  a route 
th.  it  has  already  been  accepted  after  having  been  selected  with 
great  care.  Some  small  variations  from  this  route  may  be  made, 
to  accommodate  the  situation  to  practical  requirements;  but  the 
essential  point  in  the  case  is  that  the  experimental  stage  of  the 
Nicaragua  Canal  is  ended  and  that  the  construction  stage  has 
be,  jun. 
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[W.  Y.  Sun,  .January  1,  1888.] 

One  of  the  most  important  enterprises  which  it  is  expected  the 
New  Year  will  see  begun  in  earnest,  in  the  northern  halt  ot  the 
New  World,  is  the  Nicaragua  Canal.  It  is  undisputed  that  this 
interoceanic  waterway  is  not  only  feasible,  but  would  pay  a higli 
rate  of  interest  upon  the  cost  required.  It  should  long  ago,  there- 
fore have  been  built  by  private  capital,  and  without  efforts  to  in- 
volve the  United  States  Government  in  needless  guarantees  and 
awkward  diplomatic  complications.  It  is  satisfactory  to  leain  tia  - 
the  year  1888  may  see  the  work  of  cutting  this  canal  approached 
in  a reasonable  way.  In  such  an  enterprise  it  should  prove  de- 
cidedly easier  to  enlist  private  capital  than  in  the  Panama  Canal, 
Avhich,  in  the  judgment  of  the  most  competent  engineers,  wi  1 re- 
main unfinished  long  after  steamships  are  traversing  the  Lake  ot 
Nicaragua  on  their  way  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  ine 
completion  of  this  great  work  will  usher  in  an  era  of  prospeiity 
for  the  Central  American  republics  and  the  Mexican  provinces  of 
Yucatan  and  Chiapas,  such  as  they  have  not  known  since  the 
Quiche  power  succumbed  to  Spanish  devastation. 


^Providence  Journal,  February  16,  1888.] 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  general  sentiment  of  the  nation  is 
that  any  waterway  across  the  Isthmus  should  be  within  the  cimtrol 
of  the  United  States.  * * * The  history  of  the  Suez  Canal 

sufficientlv  reveals  how  short  is  the  step  between  private  ownership 
and  national  control  Avhen  once  the  possibility  is  opened,  it  is 
well  that  England  is  plainly  Avarned  off  the  premises  at  once. 


{Springfield  {Mass.)  Republican,  February  28,  1888.] 

The  bill  charters  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  important  enter- 
prises undertaken  by  United  States  citizens.  It  should  speedily 
become  a law.  The  Panama  Canal  is  dissolving  into  the  biggest 
fizzle  of  the  age.  Let  it  be  American  enterprise  that  first  joins  the 

oceans. 


[A^.  Y.  Mail  and  Express,  February  28,  1888.] 

By  the  bill  the  Government  is  not  committed  to  anything,  but 
only  gives  legal  life  to  a corporation  formed  for  the  purpose  ot 
making  the  canal  as  a priA'ate  commercial  enterpiise;  but,  o 
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cou ’se,  the  shadow  of  the  stars  and  stripes  will  cover  the  enter- 
prise. There  can  be  little  doubt  that  this  project  will  go  forward 
to  a successful  conclusion. 


[Richmond  (Va.)  Times,  Fehruary  29,  1888. J 

I - is  to  be  hoped  that  the  House  will  follow  the  example  of  the 
Senate  and  act  promptly  on  one  of  the  most  important  measures 
of  ihe  time.  * * * It  is  onlv  necessary  to  think  of  the  !Mica- 

rag  la  Canal  project  in  all  its  bearings  to  be  convinced  of  the  im- 
mense importance  of  the  act  now  before  the  House  of  Representa- 
tive 3. 


[jV.  Y.  Times,  Feby.  29,  1888.] 

The  Senate  has  passed  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Maritime 
Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
Ho  ise  should  hesitate  to  do  the  same.  * * * The  work  will 

be  lone  with  private  capital  and  have  the  character  simply  of  a 
commercial  enterprise,  unless  contingencies  should  arise  to  give  it 
unioreseeu  political  importance.  In  that  case  our  government 
should  be  in  a position  to  protect  its  own  interests  and  those 
of  the  Western  Continent.  The  proposed  charter  is  a liberal  one, 
but  no  more  so  than  those  usually  granted  to  enterprises  of 
similar  magnitude.  * * * Xhe  charter  should  be  freely  and 

gla  lly  granted. 


[W.  Y.  Commercial  Advertiser,  Feby.  29,  1888.] 

We  are  inclined  to  urge  the  forwarding  of  the  Nicaragua  scheme 
by  the  government  and  people  of  this  country,  so  far  as  the 
government  and  people  may  forward  it  with  ])ropriety.  * * * 

Th  3re  would  seem  to  be  no  reason  why  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiv(  s should  not  unite  with  the  Senate  in  giving  the  Nicaragua 
Company  all  it  asks  of  them — an  act  of  incorporation,  or,  in  other 
wo  ds,  a permission  to  exist. 


[Providence  Journal,  March  1,  1888.] 

* 

Of  the  commercial  importance  to  the  world,  and  especially  the 
im])ortance  to  this  nation,  of  the  proposed  waterway,  there  can,  of 
cot  rse,  be  no  sort  of  question.  Perhaps  we  can  hardly  realize 
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as  to  the  ease  with  which  the  work  can  be  executed. 


[Neiv  Orleans  States,  March  15,  1888.] 
construction  of  this  canal  will  create  a new  epoch  in  the 

wUl  Zlt  Ufe  and  energy  intoaU  Z comfries  lying  aronnd  and 
about  us. 


[Indianapolis  Journal,  March  17,  1888.] 

Wbpii  the  Nicaragua  canal  bill  comes  up  in  the  House  of  Repie- 

sentatives  at  Washington  it  should  be  supported  1 natfonal 

who  has  the  country’s  interes  at  heart. 

work  tn  brino-  the  Atlantic  and  Pacihc  coasts  within  easy  sauii  » 
distance  of  each  other,  and  to  keep  the  transisthmian  route  out  of 
te  hfndlol  Enropeans.  It  has  other  advan  ag  such  a h t 
it  will  facilitate  and  increase  the  ' o^oihc  coaM 

Fnrone  of  the  Atlantic  coast  with  Anstialia,  Xe 
So  K’iflc  il^nS  groups  and  of  both  wito 

asked  for  any  subsidy  or  guarantee  from 

been  done  in  past  years.  They  are  men  of  ““f 

standing,  and  have  sufficient  confidence  in  the  2"“^ 
their  proiect  to  take  large  preliminary  risks.  Congicss  slion 

nh  gi-ndge  them  a charter,  which  nreiely 
every  American  citizen  is  entitled  to,  at  horn 
tection  of  our  flag. 


[Neiv  Orleans  Picayune,  March  18,  1888.] 

These  views  and  recommendations  have  by^a 

it  is  hoped  will  receive  the  sanction  of  that  body.  P 
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seiitatives  froui  the  Gulf  States  have  an  interest  in  this  measure, 
an  1 will,  no  doubt,  give  it  their  hearty  support.  The  representa- 
ti^esfrom  Louisiana  should  co-operate  zealously  in  behalf  of  the 
ni(  asure  in  view  of  the  great  interest  this  city  has  in  the  prosecution 
an  1 realization  of  an  enterprise  which  promises  to  New  Orleans 
the  commanding  position  in  the  vast  commerce  which  will  be 
op  med  by  this  canal  between  our  great  valley  and  the  Central  and 
Soath  American  States,  as  well  as  by  the  direction  of  the  inter- 
co  irse  ])etween  our  Atlantic  and  Pacific  ])ossessions  tlirough  this 
citr. 


\ Aubuni  (A’i  1".)  Adverliser,  March  I'J,  1888.] 

We  hope  our  State  delegation  in  Congress  Avill  give  some  atten- 
ticn  to  the  act  incorporating  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of 
Ni3aragua,  when  it  comes  before  tiie  House  for  consideration  and 
pa  )Sage.  It  is  a measure  Avbich  every  New  York  member  should 
su  )port  and  advocate.  The  canal  connecting  the  two  oceans 
wiich  wash  the  whole  length  of  our  eastern  and  western  coasts, 
wl  enever  it  shall  be  built — as  it  must  be  at  no  very  distant  day — is 
go  ng  to  Avork  a change  in  our  commerce,  and  especially  in  our 
cairying  trade,  Avhich  will  be  as  mighty  in  its  effects  as  a revolu- 
ticn.  It  is  going  to  bring  San  Francisco  8,000  miles  nearer  to 
N(av  York  than  it  is  now  ; it  is  going  to  put  our  Atlantic  ports 
2,t  00  miles  nearer  to  the  Pacific  ones  than  LiA^erpool  is,  Avhereas 
no  V the  difference  is  just  that  much  the  other  way ; and  it  is  going 
to  add  thousands  of  miles  to  our  coasting  trade,  now  limited  to  the 
Atlantic  and  the  Gulf.  No  port  on  our  whole  seaboard  Avill  derive 
groater  proportionate  adA^antages  from  these  changes  than  the  great 
imtropolis  of  our  State  and  country,  the  City  of  New  York. 


Mobile  {Ala.)  Register,  March  21,  1888.] 

The  Ncav  Orleans  Picayune  is  pleased  that  the  bill  incorporating 
th(!  Nicaraguan  Canal  has  passed  the  Senate,  and  urges  that  Eep- 
rei entatiA’^es  from  the  Gulf  States  giA^e  the  measure  their  earnest 
support  in  the  House.  They  should  certainly  do  so.  As  the 
Register  has  before  this  shown,  the  canal  is  feasible,  and  its  com- 
ph  tion  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Gulf  States. 


\San  Francisco  Adorning  Call,  March  21,  1888.] 

Che  House  Committee  on  Commerce  has  instructed  its  Chair- 
mj  n to  report  favorably  the  Senate  bill  to  incorporate  the  Nicar- 
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augua  Canal  Comi)any.  With  favorable  reports  from  committees  in 
both  Houses  and  absence  of  opposition  from  the  public,  the  bill 
should  become  a hiAV.  The  construction  of  the  Panama  Canal  fur- 
nishes no  reason  Avhy  the  Nicaragua  Canal  should  be  delayed. 
The  former  is  a foreign  company,  and  in  the  eA'ent  of  Avar,  Avould 
almost  certainly  be  fortified  and  held  by  the  power  Avhose  citizens 
held  the  bulk  of  its  stock.  The  neutrality  provision  is  not  strong 
enough  to  control  the  course  of  a gov^ernment  Avhen  the  imperious 
necessities  of  Avar  indicate  a certain  policy. 


'{Ohio  State  Journal,  Columbus,  March  21,  1888.] 

There  is  no  grander  or  more  important  project  now  before  the 
public  than  the  construction  of  a sliip  canal  through  Nicaragua. 
Unlike  the  affair  at  Panama,  this  is  a Avell  considered  and  carefully 
planned  undertaking,  all  the  important  engineering  and  economi- 
cal features  of  av  hi  ch  haA'e  been  approved  by  the  best  skill  of  the 
Avorld.  /That  the  Nicaragua  Canal  can  be  made  as  projected  is  not 
a matter  of  doubt.  The  bill  Avhich  has  passed  the  United  States 
Senate,  and  is  now  pending  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  char- 
tering a company  to  undertake  this  great  Avork,  asks  no  subsidy 
nor  guarantee  from  the  GoA'ernment,  but  a simple  act  of  incorjiora- 
tion.  The  repute  and  financial  standing  of  the  incorporators  have 
been  declared  satisfactory  by  the  committees  of  both  houses.  It  is 
as  little  as  Congress  can  do  to  give  these  gentlemen  the  corporate 
poAvers  necessary  to  prosecute  their  great  enterprise. 


{Atlanta  {Ga.)  Constitution,  March  21,  1888.] 

The  company  Avhich  has  undertaken  to  construct  the  Nicaragua 
Canal  is  apparently  under  the  right  kind  of  guidance.  It  has  the 
adA'antage,  also,  of  operating  upon  a line  AAdiich  has  long  been  de- 
clared by  American  engineers  and  scientists  to  be  the  easiest,  suiyst 
and  cheapest  route  for  a canal  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
oceans./  As  the  House  Committee  on  Commerce,  IniA'ing  the 
Nicaragua  Canal  bill  in  charge,  have  rejiorted  that  they  are  entirely 
satisfied  with  the  financial  standing  of  the  projectors  of  the  under- 
taking, there  should  be  no  difficulty  about  giving  them  the  neces- 
sary charter,  Avhich  is  all  that  they  ask  of  Congress. 


[W.  Y.  Herald,  March  24,  1888.] 

The  Herald  this  morning  prints  some  most  interesting  corre- 
spondence from  Greytown,  Nicaragua,  in  reference  to  the  surveys 
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on  the  route  of  the  proposed  Nicaragua  Canal.  Thus  far  tlie  work 
is  ( xperimental,  and  the  estimates  of  those  in  cliarge  contemplate  it 
as  i sound  investment.  So  far  as  we  can  understand  it,  the  Nica- 
ragua Canal  will  serve  the  purposes  of  commerce  as  w^ell  as  the 
Pa  lama  enterprise,  while  there  are  none  of  the  obstacles  which  thus 
far  have  weakened  public  confidence  in  that  gigantic  undertaking. 


[MiUvauTcee  Sentinel,  March  26,  1888.J 

liven  were  France  to  succeed  in  eventually  blasting  her  way 
through  at  Panama  we  would  still  have  the  inside  track.  Three- 
fourths  of  the  trade  between  the  oceans  is  from  the  northern  conti- 
nei  ts,  and  the  Nicaragua  route  would  be  shorter  than  the  Panama 
by  just  600  miles.  The  entire  work  can  be  done  in  six  years  and 
for  ^60,000,000.  Nicaragua  is  eager  to  have  us  build  and  control 
it— -the  Eastern  States  are  all  of  one  accord  in  the  matter,  and,  if 
our  Western  Representatives  are  alive  to  our  interests,  the  Nicara- 
gut  Ship  Canal  will  soon  be  an  accomplished  fact. 


\Baltimore  Sun,  March  27,  1888.] 

The  Senate  passed  the  bill  readily,  as  it  grants  nothing  but  a 
charter,  and  threatens  the  government  with  no  direct,  collateral  or 
ultu’ior  liability  to  which  it  is  not  already  subject.  On  the  other 
hai  d it  secures  to  the  United  States  certain  advantages  which  may 
tur  a out  to  be  very  valuable.  * * * We  shall  not,  it  is  true, 

ow]i  the  canal,  nor  shall  we  control  it.  The  ships  of  every  country 
wil  traverse  it  and  swell  its  toll  receipts.  But  under  the  charter 
Congress  is  now  asked  to  grant,  we  secure,  it  may  be  held,  all  the 
practical  advantages  we  can  reasonably  expect  to  obtain,  short  of 
inv3sting  government  money  in  the  work. 


[iV.  Y.  Evenmg  Post,  March  24,  1888.] 

Such  being  the  facts  concerning  this  undertaking  and  its  pro- 
jectors, as  satisfactorily  shown  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Ref  resentatives  charged  with  the  duty  of  investigating  the  merits, 
the  question  turns  now  upon  the  usefulness  of  the  canal,  or  the 
rev(  rse,  to  our  people  and  trade,  and  the  probabilities  of  its  suc- 
cess or  failure  as  a financial  adventure.  The  two  inquiries  may  be 
dea' t with  in  the  same  argument,  and  resolved  by  the  same  evi- 
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deuce.  If  our  commerce  is  to  have  a fair  share  with  that  of  other 
nations  in  the  use  of  the  canal,  and  if  such  use  promises  continuously 
and  favorably  to  affect  its  volume,  importance  and  convenience,  then 
the  canal  will  be  sufficiently  beneficial  to  us  to  justify  the  incor- 
poration of  the  promoting  company  by  Congress,  provided  that 
tbe  quantity  of  the  traffic  within  the  zone  of  attraction  of  the 
canal  be  sufficient  to  guarantee  the  solvency  and  success  of  the 
enterprise  when  the  work  shall  be  completed. 

The  traffic  within  the  zone  of  attraction  of  a canal  through  the 


American  Isthmus  is  estimated  to  be  the  following  : 

Class  of  Trade.  Tons. 

(1.)  Trade  across  the  Isthmus 1,217,685 

(2.)  Trade  between  Atlantic  and  Pacific  ports  of  United 

States 145,713 

(3,)  Trade  between  Atlantic  ports  of  United  States  and 

foreign  countries  west  of  Cape  Horn 752,585 

(4.)  Trade  between  Pacific  ports  of  the  United  States  and 

foreign  countries  east  of  Cape  Horn 879,844 

(5.)  Trade  around  Cape  Horn  of  European  countries..  1,461,399 

(6.)  Trade  of  British  Columbia  with  Europe 39,818 

Total  tonnage 4.507,045 


Conceding  the  deduction  of  doubtful  Eastern  trade,  and 
taking  nothing  for  missing  statistics,  there  remains  a traffic  of 
4,225,000  tons  now  awaiting  the  opening  of  the  canal,  whereof  at 
least  2,500,000  are  the  commerce  of  our  own  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
ports,  hampered  and  hindered  in  the  competition  with  European 
countries  by  the  fact  that  the  Cape  Horn  route  is  longer  and  less 
advantageous  for  us  than  for  the  shi})ping  of  western  Europe. 
This  disadvantage  the  canal  will  reverse,  and  make  New  York 
2,500  miles  nearer  than  Liverpool  to  San  Francisco. 

The  stimulus  which  our  domestic  and  near-by  foreign  com- 
merce will  receive  from  the  safe  and  sure  progress  of  an  inter- 
oceanic  canal  towards  completion,  the  natural  increase,  in  six 
years,  of  all  the  clas.ses  of  trade  within  the  zone  of  attraction  of 
the  canal,  and  the  fair  probability  of  additions  from  the  European 
traffic  by  sail  with  Japan,  New  Zealand,  Fiji,  and  the  South  Pacific 
groups,  should  render  it  safe  to  predict  a total  tonnage  of  six  to 
six  and  a halt  millions  for  the  Nicaragua  Canal  in  1894.  If 
the  cost  of  constructing  the  canal  should  prove  to  be  double  the 
estimate  of  the  engineers,  the  financial  adventure  would  still  be  safe 
and  jirofitable.  The  commerce  which  exists  to-day  assures  so  much. 
Half  that  commerce  is  our  own.  It  is  wonderful  that  it  should 
have  maintained  itself  so  well  in  vieAv  of  the  disadvantages  under 
which  it  has  labored. 


